Julian Garr, a Salt Lske City
Jocal, makes the must of
Aita's pewtder
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Real avalanches.
Real vescues.

| ALTA IN NUMBERS
. Dottom lift: 2688m

© Top lif:321m

: Vertical drop: 515

* Total numbar of runs: 115
© Blue runs: 25%

- Red runs: 400

: Black runs: 35%

E Prstine powder is
gin wait everywhere
tumn ‘W

tours are also staged twice
for intermediate and

: Things are looking good at Park
: City Mountain Kesort, First of all,
: many of the 2002 Salt Lake

One of the very last ski-only
resorts in the world, Alta is one of
two tucked up the Little
Cottonwaood Canyon, along with
Snowbird. It has two distinot
histories — the first as a silver
mining town, the other as a ski
area. Stiver was discovered in
1864 and Alfws population peaked

just before the devaluation of silver

in 1873.

Fast forward a mere B0 years —
Alta was an early adopter — Alta
SKi Area began with the
construction of Collins, the first
ehairlift. Opened in 1939 they
paid 25 conta o ride or $1.50 for a

tull day pass. It’s goue up & bit, but
: Sugarloaf glves virlually 360

¢ degrees of views. On the front side
i of Alta are the Wildeat, Calling

¢ (updaled since the 208) and

. Germania lifts. "'hese feed into the

then there ave a few more lifts...

T1 IC MOUNTAIN

Although famous for its powder,
Alta has terrain for everyone with
2595 of its slopes aimed at
beginners, The wide, gentle
gremns are located on Sunnyside
and Albion, well away from the
more advanced skiers. Suunyside
has a mile long beginners run

known as the Crooked Mile Abhove
© malkes the place so compelling.

. APRES

! Fun off the slopes is generally

! gulfuulained within tho lodgoe. d
: n 2009 a new law came into effect :
. service from the airport and Salt
: Take City into Alta.

the beginner area skicrs can ride
the Sugarloaf triple chair which

(& There's powder to
be found on terrain that
averyane can ski

g0 UL OLLLINECOLA

© Steop pitch, open bow! - olossic AMta in-hounds skiing territary

: opens up tougher terrain.

Unloading at the top of

top of the resort, where the real

i fun is to be had. Skiing Alta is all

I about tracking round the patlis of
: the upper bowls and picking a

: fresh off piste in-bounds line every
! time. There's alwuys a new way to

ride each Tun, and that's what

: changing Utals bar scene. In the
. past, you had to buy a temporary

' membership to get into a bar or

: club. The new law means bars,

* pubs and clubs now have an open
: door policy o welcome all comers
i over 21,

Alla’s lodges provide inclusive

‘ dinner for their guests, but

i generally not for others.

. Exeeptions include Rustler Lodge,
: Snowpinc and the Shaft.

HOW TO GET THERE

: Tho nearest international airport
is Salt Lake City (25 miles away)-
. Driving from the airport, take

© Interstate 215 southbound and

. exit al 6200 South (Bxit No 6).

¢ Then follow the brown recreation
 gigne tn Alta in Little Cottonwood

Canyon. There is also a public bus

~© Longest run: 55km

© Totallitts: 12+
© Total ernsseountry: 15kn
- pwafa.com

: Deer Valley has carefully builta
. reputation for being dead flash, .
¢ and it's well deserved. Pricey u
| tickets are the first taste, followed
Ly some very smart looking base
. station eateries. The finely lurned
! out aki ambassadors, many of
i them exracors, add to the overall
© puttoned-up feel of L place.

. Where Alta and snowhoarding
d don't really go together hecause of
. ! the tracks iuto the bowls, at Deer
© Valley snowhoards are banned =
* bacause the existing clientele like =

© il Lliat way. Once you head oul to =
. make a mess of the immaculale
: pistes, it's all you can do to stop
¢ turning around and smoothing
: your tracks..

" © THE MOUNTAIN
| Deer Valleys skiing extends over
¢ four mountains. Tt inclucles a
. variety of trail levels, along with

© degree pitches, as steep as
. anywhere in Utah.

i advanced frails on every
© monntain. First time skiers havi
1 separate, protectod beginners’ area
¢ known as Wide West, which is
© accessed by the Burns and

2

10 ¢liubes containing 46 to 60

There are easy, intermediate and

! nowflake chairs on Bald Eagle
| Mounlaiu, the first to be reached i
. from Deer Valley’s base and best
! suited to beginners and
interuediates. A second mountain
i suited to beginers ana 1
© intermediates is Flagstaff,
i although it aleo includes the
- resort’s double-black diamond
: Ontario Bowl runs. ]
: Most of Deer Valley’s terrain will:
¢ suit intermediate skiers, and the
© resort has two categories of
* intermediate level run. Normally
: graded ‘blue square’ in North b
: America, Deer Valley offers d

* plue square’ grading for some

¢ ugher intermediate trails. Bald

; Mountain contains mostly

intermediate and advanced

* terrain, with Sunset the escape

: route for beginners who misrcad -

level skiers to explore

A N o TSN T PO O T [V T

alley hasn't really got an
scena of its own to speak of,
 most folk preferving Lo head
City. The resort’s

is handily just one mile
Park City’s Main Gtreet,
you'll find more than 100
rants, bars and clubs to eat,
and embarraaa yoursclf in.
Lake City itself is also easy
h for an evening. Regular
ns there include :
mances by the Mortuon

le Choir (rehearsals are

id open to the public on

day evenings) and sporting
its, such as games by the Utah
haskefball team.

WTO GET THERE

ir Valley is 38 miles from Salt
International. The resort is
to the airport by a regular
bus, and Park City has a
wide bus shuttle service.
15 une Of the few North
resorts where you
cansider not bothering: with
al car.

} VALLEY IN NUMBERS
n lift: 2002m
L 281

I drop: S16m
number of runs: 100

: of the Jupiter chairlift, followed by
a short traverse and hike that’s
. well worth the effort.

. holiday from outside America.
! there arc various multi-area

. liftpasses available to you, the
most useful takes in neighbouring |
: Deer Valley and The Canyons. We ‘
¢ like the [ree Black Diamond tours
that always prove very popular

: with experts wanting some

. guiding down the narrow chutes, .
: powder bowls and gladed areas. |
: The tour route takes in Jupiter

: Wintor Olympic ovonte were [

; staged there. Secondly, Mother
: Nature drops huge amounts of
* snow on the place every winter
i and, third, visitors only have to
: trek 84km from the airport at Salt
: Lake City to get to it
For many years the biggest and,

: most would agree, the best resort

: in Utah, Park City’s skiable terrain
. has recently incrcascd to 3,300

© acres. Given its increasing

: competition, Park City is happy to
! emphasise one way in particular

¢ In which it differs [row other Utah
. resorts - its ‘real’ ski town status,

¢ developing, like Aspen, from an

. uld 19th century silver mining

{ town. Park City 1s also the base

for neighbouring Deer Valley and

¢ The Canyons.

More than 300 historic buildings

. are located in the ‘Old Town'

: amongst thom a saloon owned by
- Robert Redford and, ironically,

: once robbed by the real Sundance
: Kid that Redford played on film.

¢ The resort grew out of the

: Treasure Mountain Ski Area,

: which opened with a gondola, a

¢ double chair and two surface tows
;on December 21, 1963,

¢ THE MOUNTAIN

You'll find a nice mix of terrain at
: Park City Mountain Resort. Most

© areas on the mountain, except for
* the back bowl lerrain, are open to
: skiers of all abilities due to the

raft of long easy and intermediate

runs on offer alongside the steeps.
: Options, you see, and plenty of

¢ them. Beginners have easy
cruising runs likc Home Run and
: Bonanza that still give them the

¢ chance to ski from top to bottom,
while intermediates have most of

¢ the mountain al beck and call.

i Then there’s the expert-only
Pinecone Ridge and Homelite,

which you can access from the top

It you're visiting on a package

> |

“We traversed a face and the whole slope
released, leaving our friend buried below.
As soon as | went into search made |
picked up a clear signal. We had him out
and breathing in five minutes. he Tracker's
case of use in that stressful situation made
the difference between life and death.”

Daves, Switzevland
Januayy 200\
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ke gy rrynteats s
Backcountry Access, lic.

} Boulder, Colorado USA
www.backcountryaccess.com

info@anatom.co.uk
tel: 08000 323 505




UTAH: THE GREATEST SNOW ON EARTH?

continued

peak, the bowls ofl’ Pinecone
Ridge and the gladed terrain of
McConkey's Bowl.

APRES

Thinge are a good bit livelier in
this part of Utah and there ave
about 20 bars and clubs around
Park City to have some fun of an
evening. There are also a raft of
really good spots, like Italian

Cigera’s Ristorante and Night. Club

and Mulligan’s Irish Pub and
Hestaurant.

HOW TO GET THERE
Park City 1s 32 miles from Salt
Lake international airport via the
all-weather Interstate 80 and
highway 224,

The resort is linked to the
airport by a regular shuftle bus,
and as Park City itself has a free
city-wide bus shuttle service itselt
that. operates from various points
in the resort every 20 minutcs
from '7am to 12.30am so you can
say goodbye to the hire car.

PARK CITY MOUNTAIN
RESORT IN NUMBERS
Bottom lift: 2103m

Top lift: 3047m

Vertical drop: 844m

Total numher of runs: 107
Blue runs: 1800

Red runs: 44%

Black runs: 38%

Night skiing: Yes

Longest run: 0.1kn

Total lifts: 16

Snowhoard park: |
Ialfpipe: 1

Total crosscountry: 12km
= i pArkCHymaIR Com

We like the numbers here: more
than 5,500 acres inbounds and
over 2,500 [or Powder Suoweal,
Safari adds up to the most skiable

Heading for The Canyons”
powdery gladed runs

B2 WUAIFSUELINECOLA

. (& Powder Mountain's

got the most skiable
terrain in the US ‘3%

terrain in the US. So you won't be

. sharing any of the 124 runs with
© a crowd. Even better, there’s no

need for even one sNOwW canon
here, as snow god Ullr siles un
Powder Mountain every winter
with more than 500 inches This
resort is best known for its
untracked powder, but a large
variety of runs are groomed
nightly, too.

THE MOUNTAIN

There are complementary tours to

join each day al 10am, and last

about two hours, and help you get

! acquainted with what's on offer

here. If it’s the untracked stuff

: you're after, then we'd recommend

o eas e

: booking a guide for a day. The
: other option is Powder Snowcat
: Safari, excursions are limited to

10 guests and two guides por day.
For the freestyle-orientated, the
Hidden Lake Terrain Park is

: designed for experts and largoe,
: technical features line the enlire

length of the Hidden Lake Run.
Freeriders head to the top of the
resort and then ski down to the
access road. At this point the
resort charabane, a converted
school bus with a giant cxternal
sk1 rack which trundles up and
down all day, scoops you up and
drops you back at the base station.
Make sure to check out the
Lightning Ridge snowcat that will
take you to the top of Lightning
Ridge willy no effort, on your part.
Once up there, you'll have access
to more than 70N aares of pristine

- powder snow with an impressive

2100m vertical drop.

© APRES

© Head for Powder Keg, which has

beer on tap and live music on
weekends. Tt closes at 6pm, while

Ogden Valley has Shooliug Slar,

the oldest saloon in Utah, and
Carlos and Harleys, a private cinh
Most restaurants in the arca have
liquor licences and
turn-of-the-century 25th Street, in
Ogden, is the entertainment
district for the area.

HOW TO GET THERE

¢ Powder Mountain sits 55 miles

north of Salt Lake airport. There
is a shuttle service and tickets can

© be bought on the resort’s website.

© Bottom lift: 2103m
Top lift: 2712m

: Total number of runs: 124

¢ Red runs: 40%

Halfpipes: |
DS povdBmountain.com

¢ Snowbasin, three miles away

: pun museums, if you like

© vertical because it held the 20
! Winter Olympics Dow il s
: Super G events.

: something for cvery ability
: and the resort is serviced by 18

: elght-passenger gondolus and,

. ugres. Most of the resort utfez
. intermediate groomers with &

POWDER MOUNTAIN IN
NUMBERS

Vertical drop: 609m
Blue runs: 25%
Black runs: 35%
Night skiing: Yes

Total lifts: 7
Snowhoard Parks: 7

Ogden where most people stay
(and home to excellent ralway:

sort of thing), opened in the 48

developed at a gentle pace but
clearly has some pretty decent

THE MOUNTAIN
With more than 100 desig
rins, Snowhasin has got

the runs are best for intermed
lifts, including two
high speed detachable quad,

giving access to 3200 skiahle

nice long: trails and we'd
recommend checking out the

gnhill courses here. Powder

g will like this mountain
than most and theres a

of black slopes to keep

s interested, or head over to
awberry Express gondola
powder fields and access
backcountry gates

atively, head over to the

side of the resort to the

ding haven around No Name
n's Peals. Frecotylers are
well catered for too, though,
ere are two decent terrain
and a top-notch superpipe.
rs should head fur Lhe

off the Becker chair.

ES

for Huntsville or Ogden,
are the nearby fowns, and
enough to keep you happy
week.

i0W TO GET THERE

basin is situated in the
h-Cache National Forest, 33

from Salt Take City

ational Airport.

NOWBASIN IN NUIMBERS
aitom lift: 1950m

plift: Z645m

tical drop: 868m

number of runs: 113

lifts: 13
hoard parks: ?

o2l crosscountry: 26k
iy Sonisbasin oo

5

om the beginning, Solitude has
been a homely, casual,
ing sort of place and,
sh it has now grown into a
Titah resort with a wide
y of skiing and facilitica to

, the friendly anc
ntious atmosphere is still
fv much in evidence.

HE MOUNTAIN
fie season usually rune fram
aly November through to late
gril with an average annual
all of 405 inches. There are
3 named runs and three bowls
4uV acres of off-piste skling
ne Honeycomb Canyon.

bout one fifth of the runs arve for
fginners, while half the

ntain is suitable for
rmediates and the rest is a
round fur experls. The resort

50 operates a joint Solbright

ticket with neighbouring ski area,

Brighton, and it is possible to ski

¢ belween Lhe bwo, Solitude is the
. only Utah resort which caters for
! both alpine and erosscountry

skiers with 20km of prepared
nordic trails - the Solhitude Nordic
Centre, located 1.5 miles (2km)

© above the main ol arce, ic o

rall-service area offering

. cross-country rentals and lessons.

APRES

 The Main Lodge at Entry No 2

houses the Solitude Club and the

. Thirsty Squirrel. There's locally

© brewed beer, wine, mixed drinks
: and ecomfortable surroundings

. and is the gathering place for the

Yurt and Roundhouse dining

© departures. The Thirsty Squirrel

in whare local skiers gather and
reflect on the day’s powder skilng.

HOW TO GET THERE

¢ Solilude is 25 miles from Salt

Lake City. To get there from
downtown or the airport. take I-80
Bast to I-215 South. Take Exit 6
and follow the signs to Solitude.

: The Utah Transit Authority
 oporates daily slki bus service from

downtown Salt. Lake City and

. other locations in the valley.

! SOLITUDE IN NUMBERS

Bottom litt: 2435
Top lift: 305/m
Vertical drop: 524m

Total number of runs: 61

Blue runs: /(%0
Red runs: 50%
Back runs: 304
Longest run: Sk

- Total lifts: 8

Snowboard parks: |

. Total crosscountry: ZUxm

- vy skisoftude.com

The Canyons has evolved from
‘pretty much nowhere’ in 1997
into a world-class destination

resort in less time than Will

: Smith’s kids have started taking
tover Lhe world.

THF MOUINTAIN

: The Canyons rapidly cxpanding

terrain 1s best for progressive
riders and better. However,
beginners have the High Meadows

learning area — 25 acres of Leails
designed for new starters with a

mix of slopes and open runs. And,
unlike many Novth Amecicun
resorts, this learning terrain is
located up the mountain.

Intermediates will find that 44%
of the trails are graded ‘more

difficult’ with plenty of fast fun
cruising down through the forest
Experts were blessed when
Ninety-Nine 90 peak became lift
sarved with spectacular views of
Utah's Summit county and a
reputation for knee deep powder
on wide open slopes with 360
dogroo accese to the downhill.
Tl nounlains peak is one of
the few sectors above the treeline
and, if you like tree skiing, then
fur thinly gladed terrain try The
Pines on the north side of’
Saddleback For steep and deep,
the north side trees off Tombstone
are the best option. Don't miss the
chutes on the south side of
Murdocls Peals, with the excecllent
powder slopes above accessible
with a just short hike. The
Canyons’ trail map includes the
location of wore than ball a dozen
natural half pipes, at least,
including one in the double hlack
diamond terrain below Murdock

{& You'll tind chutcs
and powder figlds

everywhere across
The Canyons ‘@

There’s powder
everywhere you look in
Utah; 500 tovely, average,
annual inches of the stuff

o

Peak and then another in the §

gladed terrain of Escape Woads.

APRES

Most people opt to head for Park
City whoen the lifts close. Hore
there are some 20 or so bars and

* clubs to enjoy if you don't want to

malzo a night of it in one of the
restanrants. Favourites include

¢ Italian Ciseros Ristorante and

Night Club and aforemenioned
Mulligan’s Irish Dub.

HOW TO GET THERE

: The Canyons is 30 miles from the

airport via Interstate 80 and
highway 224. The resort is
quickly linked to the airport by a
regular shuttle bus.

THE CANYONS IN NUMBERS
Bottom lift: 2073m

Top lift: 3044m

Vertical drop: 577m

: Total number of runs: 146

Blue runs: 14%
Red runs; 44%
Black runs: 4205
Longest run: 4kin

© Total lifts: 1/

Snowhoard parks: 2
Halfpipes: /
= ihecanyons.com

Subscribe to Fall-Line
and get a pair of Scott Decree goggles
free! Turn to page 46 for more details.
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